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Course Description

This one-semester elective course is designed to sharpen and enrich your thinking, push 

back your intellectual horizons and acquire a deeper understanding of  the world of  fiction 

in general and of  yourself  in particular. To interpret a literary text means to become 

acquainted with the multitudinous and fascinating phenomena of  human experience 

extrapolated through the individualized prism of  the fictional world. Such experience will 

have a discernible effect on your practical ability in critical reading – that is the ability to 

elicit and decipher a writer’s message. What is more, you will be able to generate your own 

axiological thought about the fictional world of  a story, expressing it in an appropriate 

metalanguage.



Course Format:

Lectures: 12 hr, Seminars: 22 hr, Consultation: 2 hr.

Learning Objectives:

The aims of  this course are to enable students to:

• Explain what a work of  literature means, and how it means.

• Show how the resources of  literature are used to create the 

meaningfulness of  the text.

lives.



THE MAJOR QUESTIONS POSED:







THE ASSIGNMENTS OFFERED:





THE MAJOR CLASS ACTIVITIES:

•  DISCUSSION FORUMS

•  SMALL GROUP CASE STUDY

• PROJECT WORK

• INDIVIDUAL ASSIGNMENTS



Learning Outcomes:

Successful students will be able to:

• Deeper understand and fuller appreciate the literature – you learn to see 

more, to uncover or create richer, denser, more interesting meanings.

• Be aware of  the cultural delineations of  a work, its ideological aspects. 

As art is not eternal and timeless but is situated historically, socially, 

intellectually, written and read at particular times, with particular intents, 

under particular historical conditions, with particular cultural, personal, 

gender, racial, class and other perspectives, we can see ideology in 

operation through it. This can be of  particular use in understanding our 

own culture and time, but has historical applications as well.

• Understand the way ideas and feelings are talked about in our culture or 

in other times and cultures – have a sense both of  communities of  

meaning, and of  the different kinds of  understanding there can be about 

matters of  importance to human life. Art can give us access to the 

symbolic worlds of  communities: not only to the kinds of  ideas they have 

about life, but also to the way they feel about them, to the ways they 

imagine them, to the ways they relate them to other aspects of their lives.


